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COP CORNER 
with Jeff Blair
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In 2002 Softball Magazine profi led a relatively new team 
on the police softball circuit called the Orange County 
Alliance. At the time the Alliance had just won their fi rst 

big tournament and things were looking good for the new 
kids on the block who had offi cially formed in 2001. Fast 
forward ten years to 2012. The now-veteran Alliance team 
has expanded their territory and became the SoCal Alliance.  
With several players from NorCal on the team, the Alliance 
is truly a state-wide team but have stayed true to their So-
Cal roots and kept the current name and color (orange for 
Orange County).  
Name changes aside, there has been a lot of personnel 

movement on the team since 2002. Only one player from 
2002, Jeff Blair (Tustin PD), remains on the team. Their 
Manager/Coach at the time, Del Pickney (Tustin PD), has 
turned over those duties to Ryan Coe (Tustin PD) and has 
assumed a more Godfather role on the team as he went on 
to create PoliceSoftball.com. Along the way the Alliance has 
added some outstanding players and compiled an impres-
sive record in the police softball circuit.
Manager/Coach Ryan Coe has won two Police World 

Series MVP awards, been named Police Player of the Year 
and has become one of the top USSSA pitchers in the police 
game. Ryan is a former All Air Force Softball Team member, 
and in 2008 his civilian team Bud Light won the USSSA 
class B Worlds.

 Jeff Blair 

 Ryan Coe 

 Del Pickney



Page 60 • www.batwars.com • www.softballmag.com 

Former Police Defensive Player of the Year award winner Nate 
Baez (LAPD) has played lock down defense for the Alliance in the 
five man spot and his hitting has been absolutely clutch. Nate’s 
civilian ball experience includes being named MVP of the 2010 
ASA Class C Worlds with his team West Coast Blaze.
Infielder Alfonso Trujillo (El Dorado County Sheriff) is an Alli-

ance Veteran and is also a former Police Player of the Year award 
recipient. Alfonso’s civilian pedigree is also impressive, having 
played at the Major/B level with K&C Drywall.  Alfonso was named 
All-Tournament at the famed USSSA Dudley Majors 2006 tourna-
ment alongside high-caliber players such as Brett Helmer, Dennis 
Rulli, Jeff Hall, Hank Garris and Rusty Bumgardner.
George Reyes (Riverside County Sheriff) is a former Police 

HR Derby champion and is known in the circuit as a professional 
hitter due to his ability to do whatever he wants while at the plate. 
As a catcher, George knows his role is to hit .800 without wasting 
home runs. George is one of the few players than can hit lasers 
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from line to line and home runs on command. With George came 
his right hand-man, Ray Ghillioti (Riverside County Sheriff), 
who, like George, hits for power and average.  Ray has argu-
ably the quickest bat speed on the Alliance and offers defensive 
versatility to man both corner infield positions and provide pitching 
in relief.  George and Ray are the Alliance version of the “Bash 
Brothers” (minus any questionable supplementation, of course).
In another package deal, the Alliance picked up Chad Bankston 

(Stanislaus County Sheriff) and Mitch Brouillette (Tuolumne 
County Sheriff) when the defending World Series champions 
HardCor inexplicably announced they were folding immediately 
after winning the 2009 Police World Series. Both Chad and Mitch 
have been huge additions to the Alliance with their work ethic. 
These two are true team players and their goal is to simply do 
whatever it takes to win every time they step on the field. 
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One Alliance trademark that has kept the team at the top of the cir-
cuit is to introduce new or lesser-known talent into the circuit. Instead 
of rotating established veterans in/out as many teams have done, 
the Alliance has a knack for finding prospects who have quickly risen 
to become top-tier players.  Examples include: Ryan Coe, Danny 
Wells (Desert Hot Springs PD), Kevin Burger (Beverly Hills 
PD), Kris Ulibarri (Beverly Hills PD), and Tommy Hayes (Yolo 
County Sheriff). A couple years ago the team unleashed a beast, 
Mike Snyder (Claremont PD). Mike was drafted 70th overall by the 
Toronto Blue Jays in 1999 and when Mike’s baseball career ended, 
his law enforcement career began.  At 6-foot-five and 250 pounds, 
Mike does not seem like a prototypical lead-off hitter/outfielder but 
the Alliance is known for setting trends as opposed to following them. 
With his blazing speed coming out of the left side of the box, ability to 

hit to all fields and freakish athletic ability, it is only a matter of time 
until Mike is named Police Player of the Year.  Simply put, many 
consider him the best overall player in the nation. 
New to the team this year is Eric Harryman (Riverside County 

Sheriff) and Nate White (Riverside County Sheriff). These 
players and their games are very different but these young guns 
complement the Alliance (and each other) in many ways. Eric is a 
precision-hitting speedster who spent five years playing shortstop 
in the Detroit Tigers organization. Eric is an amazing glove man 
who has yet to hit less than .800 in a tournament for the Alliance. 
This kid is flat out fun to watch and is the “Robin” to Snyder’s 
“Batman.” Nate White is a powerfully built pit bull-type athlete who 
is still learning the transition from baseball to softball game.  Early 
returns show him to be an Alliance player for years to come. 
This recap is represents 10 years of construction since the first 

Softball Magazine profile to make the Alliance the team they are 
today. While the Alliance is extremely proud of their sportsmanship 
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COP CORNER lice World Series Championships, something no other team has ever 
accomplished. But don’t think these guys are satisfied with two World 
titles. The past few years they had banner seasons but came up short 
at the Worlds. You can bet that come October 12, 2012, these guys 
will show up at Big League Dreams Las Vegas, Nevada, with laser-like 
focus on earning a third World Championship.  
SoCal Alliance would like to thank the following supporters who have 

been with the team since the beginning:
Softball Magazine for putting the police softball circuit on the map and 

making the “Cop Corner” piece a permanent fixture in the magazine.  
If it weren’t for Softball Magazine there probably would never have 
been a Policesoftball.Com World Series and that event has now grown 
into one of the most prestigious “Worlds” tournaments at any amateur 
softball level in the nation. 
Easton/Bell Sports & Brett Helmer for sponsoring the team and 

providing the finest equipment in the sport of softball. Every Alliance 
player is proud to represent the Easton brand and would love to bring 
another World Championship back to the Easton headquarters.  
Most importantly, the team would like to humbly and respectfully thank 

every single player they have ever faced between the lines. Every 
Alliance player knows that softball is only a game and every opponent 
has been a fellow law enforcement officer who puts his life on the line 
every time he leaves his house and drives to work.  Some previous 
opponents have lost their lives in the line of duty.  And, unfortunately, 
others will do so in the future.  Championships, titles, wins, etc. are 
all great…but in the grand scheme of life none of that really matters.  
What does matter is doing the best job you can every time you put that 
uniform on and then getting home safely to your wife/kids/family or 
significant others.  
Hopefully in 2022 we will be back to bring you the third update on the 

Alliance in whatever form they will be in then. And hopefully there will 
be more World Championships to add to the trophy case!

on the field and family mindset of it, ultimately the players are 
competitors and the success of any sports team is defined by 
the bottom line: Wins and losses. Ten years ago Softball Maga-
zine announced the team’s first big tournament win. The team 
has added a lot of “big wins” since that time. In the last five 
years alone, the Alliance has gone 247-32 with a season-best 
record of 52-3 in 2011. Among those 247 wins are 39 tourna-
ment victories including back-to-back Police Softball World Se-
ries titles. While every Alliance player may have a different stat 
that he holds in high regard, to Coach Ryan Coe, his favorite 
stat is the Alliance’s 72-2 record in provided bat tournaments. 
In this day and age where some teams look for a technologi-
cal edge over hard work and talent, Coach Coe is proud of the 
Alliance’s domination when the playing field is level and both 
teams are swinging the same provided sticks. 
A decade has gone by since you last read a profile on the So-

Cal Alliance. Members of the team are proud that the team has 
lasted this long. How many teams last a decade? Not only does 
the team exist, it is stronger than ever and the players are as 
close as family. What started as a low-level police team in 2001, 
the team now travels across the nation on a yearly basis seek-
ing out the top competition. The team has recorded tournament 
championships from West Palm Beach, Florida, to Lake Tahoe, 
California, and from Sterling Heights, Michigan, to Las Vegas, 
Nevada. In 2010, the Alliance was challenged by a women’s 
professional team, Dynasty 6, led by former UCLA Bruins hurler 
Megan Langenfeld and Washington Huskies’ masher Ashley 
Charters. The Alliance accepted the challenge and won the 
game, 8-2. Not bad considering nobody on the Alliance had 
ever played Fastpitch before! The icing on the cake is TWO Po-




